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europa, asia or affrica, though in affrica in the ethiope and in the
lond of gynea and in iava is moche, but more abundance thei
have here and esteme it litil in price, for thei saie it is good for
nothing, thei geve ij or iij peises of golde for one of coper and
v or vi for one of syiver. Thes be trogiodites, ethiophagos and troglo-
iceophagos and curtos wch be ill people and liveth by fysshe that ^lt*s
thei take, and drie it in the sonne and ete it instede of brede. 1;^~05
And whan thei can not go to see for foule wether then thei live
by shelfysshe that thei take in the rivers. In this lond is moche
storac and within the lond for the most parte thei be pastours storax
and have cat all, but thei labour not the ground and dwelle in
cavis, and whan thei dye thei cast the dead bodies into the
waters for that the fysshes maye ete them.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     fol. 6or
ffrom dyran entreth the red see which extendeth to the land
of idumeos which is by judea and arabia, and on the part of
etiope beiond the stret of the red see is the port of saba. This is pert saba
the port wherin is most trat of all ethiopia, here trateth the
marchauntes of arabia felix, beyond this is the port elephantum
venacio and beiond that is the port ptolomaide and the
desertes, and passing thes desertes entreth the lond of egypte Egipte
at the port acoto, which is by the lagon muridis where is the
discharge of all the marchantes that goes from ethiope to arabia.
And by this cost of ethiope the red sea is navigable but on the
side of arabia thei can not saile but with moche daunger and
that by daie. In this etiope be people of dyvers maners, thei be
blacke and pastours, and for the more part thei be of litle
stature and live no long tyme. Dyvers nations of them hath
lances and dartis with iron hedis wherwith they do warre, and
for the most thei have bowis and arowis. Ther is no whete but
barley and myll1 wherew* thei make ther drinke. Thei ete moche
flesshe and drinkes blode with milke, and ete butter and mylke.
Ther be among thes nacion the pigmeos wci fightes w1 the
cranes, and in this land be many wylde beastes. Ther be a
certein kind of lyons w^ thei call furmicas2, and in the india fomdcas
1 IMillet (O.E.D.)-
2 The story of the giant gold-guarding ants is of classical origin.